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HOMEWORK PACKET SCORING RUBRIC

	POINT

RANGE
	PERFORMANCE DECSCRIPTION
	SCORE

	25 - 23
	Student’s responses to questions are clear, effective, and demonstrate a thorough critical understanding of the text in developing insightful answers. Answers are coherently organized, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples. Student’s work is original, thoughtful, and complete. The work is generally free from errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective and fluent, marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language. 
	

	22 - 20
	Student’s responses to questions are clear and demonstrate a critical understanding of the text in developing insightful answers. Answers are well organized, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples. Student’s work is thoughtful and complete. The work may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective, marked by some variety and facility in the use of language. 
	

	19 - 17
	Student’s responses generally address the topic, but may slight some aspects of the task; responses demonstrate a generally accurate understanding of the text in developing plausible answers. Answers are adequately organized, with ideas generally supported by reasons and examples. Student’s work is thoughtful and complete. The work may have a few errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics; writing style is effective, marked by some variety and facility in the use of language. 
	

	16 - 0
	Responses are comprised largely of superficial analysis, tending to discuss the obvious, showing a lack of imagination or insight. Answers generally lack coherence and often fail to use sufficient or accurate evidence or reasoning to prove an argument. The work in general is lackluster, sloppy, carelessly composed, and obviously was denied the serious and scholarly attention it was expected to receive.


	


**Any homework packet that is incomplete cannot receive a score higher than 15 points.
**Handwriting that is illegible due to careless transcription will be regarded as incomplete. If your penmanship cannot be read, it cannot be graded.
Dekanawidah from The Iroquois Constitution (textbook pg. 104)
1. Note at least three values identified (abstract nouns like love, death, women) in the Iroquois Constitution and provide 3-5 sentences explaining how this society views this value
2. The Iroquois Constitution was formulated at the time of the creation of the League of the Five Nations: Some historians say 1390 a.d., others 1450.  Over 300 years later, Benjamin Franklin would look to this document when it came time to frame the constitution of the United States.  What in particular would appeal to Franklin about this constitution?  What, according, to Franklin, is the document able to do for a society?

3. In its use of rhetoric (or persuasion), the Constitution is revealed as not only a political work, but also a work of literature.  Cite at least three examples of rhetoric.  Provide the evidence and identify the rhetoric.
“The World on the Turtle’s Back” (Reading Packet)
4. How are the twins different from each other?
5. What happens to the twins in the end?

6. Why do you think the Iroquois honor both the left-handed twin and the right-handed twin?

7. How would you relate the left-handed and right-handed twins to your own concept of good and evil?
“Song of the Sky Loom” and “Prayer” (Reading Packet)
8. In “The Song of the Sky Loom,” the Tewa express a wish to “walk fittingly.” Explain what the singer might mean by this wish using the song lyrics as evidence.

9. What is the metaphor at work in “The Song of the Sky Loom,”?  Why is this object appropriate for the nature of this song?
10. Describe the diction in “The Song of the Sky Loom.”  How does the poet’s choice of words convey the overall tone and mood of the work?

11. How would the Yokut meditation “Prayer” characterize man’s relationship with the universe?  Please be precise and reference specific references in the work.

12. How would you compare “Prayer” with “Song of the Sky Loom”? Consider the singers, the purposes of the songs, and the attitudes toward nature? What insight do they provide into the view of the world held by different Native American tribes?

13. How do the attitudes toward nature expressed in the two works compare with the attitudes toward nature in American society today?

“Evolution” by Sherman Alexie (Reading Packet)
14. Sherman Alexie is a Native American poet, playwright, novelist, and screenwriter.  In 
“Evolution” what does he suggests has become of Native American culture?  Who is responsible for this turn of events?

15. What is the significance of the pawn shop in the poem as opposed to another type of retail establishment?

16. What does the word “evolution” refer to?

“Of Plymouth Plantation” by William Bradford (textbook pg. 114-117)
17. Does the new world, as Bradford describes it, strike you as a friendly or unfriendly place?  Cite at least three examples to support your claim.  How might Bradford’s perspective reveal the Puritan’s perspective on elemental nature?
18. Bradford makes several biblical allusions throughout the work.  Read the footnoted explanation and explain how these allusions reflect Bradford’s and the Puritans’ world view.
“Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” by Jonathon Edwards (textbook pg. 128)
Vocabulary

19. abhor:
20. abominable:
21. ascribe:
22. asunder:
23. loathsome:
24. omnipotent:
25. venom:
26. What was the tone of Edward’s sermon? Cite a line from the passage to support this.

27. What analogies did he use to describe “the wrath of God”?

28. In observing religion in America today, what remnants of Edwards’ perspective continue to exist? How does “modern” religion differ?
 “Upon the Burning of Our House” by Ann Bradstreet” (textbook pg. 118) and “Upon What Base?” by Edward Taylor (textbook pg. 120)
29.  Both Ann Bradstreet and Edward Taylor were Puritans, but their works strike a markedly different mood and tone than the iconic Puritan work by Jonathon Edwards.  How in particular do Bradstreet and Taylor regard God’s relationship with humanity?  How is that different from Edwards’ perspective?
30. What attitude toward her loss does the speaker express at first?  Cite an example that expresses this feeling.  What attitude does she arrive at toward the end? Cite an example that expresses this feeling.  
31.  What are the two homes the poet speaks of?  How are they different?

32.  What is the central metaphor at work in Taylor’s work?

33. While Taylor’s work does not specifically name or specifically address God or the “mighty Architect”, how might his work be considered spiritual?

34. What particular professions does Taylor name?   How might identifying trades fit into the Puritan philosophy?
Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography (textbook pg. 130 – 134)

Vocabulary

35. arduous:

36. avarice:

37. enumerate:

38. felicity:

39. frugality:

40. precept:

41. 26. rectitude:

42. 27. temperance:

43. Why did Franklin create his 13 Virtues? What does this indicate about his personality?

44. To check his progress, what did Franklin do every day? Which virtue gave him the most trouble?

Within the “Sayings of Poor Richard,” find one exemplary saying for each of the following virtues:

45. Industry:

46. Frugality:

47. Resolution:

“The Declaration of Independence” by Thomas Jefferson (p. 138)
Vocabulary

48. arbitrary:

49. constrain:

50. dissolution:

51. endeavor:

52. formidable:

53. harass:

54. magnanimity:

55. oppression:

56. redress:

57. transient:

58. Rewrite the opening sentence of the “Declaration of Independence” in your own words.

59. What are man’s three inalienable rights according to Jefferson? Define the meaning of each right in your own words.

60. According to Jefferson, government received its power to govern from whom? How did this differ from English rule?

61. What did Jefferson say happened when the colonists tried to peacefully solve their grievances?

62. What new concept did Jefferson create in the final paragraph of the Declaration?

“What is an American?” by Hector St. John de Crevecoeur (p. 143)
63. What is meant by Crevecoeur’s notion of a “melting pot”?

64. Crevecoeur notes characteristics relevant to the particular regions of the nation he observed.  Which characteristics continue to exist today? Be specific about attitudes about people who live on the Atlantic seacoast, the middle of the nation and the west.
65. What paradox is revealed in the concept of the melting pot and Crevecoeur’s descriptions of America’s people?
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